Cytotoxicity of talc for macrophages in vitro.
The cytotoxicity of seven specimens of respirable talc dust for mouse peritoneal macrophages in vitro was studied. All talcs showed modest but consistent macrophage cytotoxicity and would be expected to be fibrogenic in vivo. Available data suggest that under certain circumstances respirable talc can cause lung fibrosis in animal inhalation studies. As most of the talc specimens under investigation were of high purity it seemed unlikely that the cytotoxicity was due to the presence of small quantities of contaminating minerals.